BEFORE THE STATE SUPERINTENDENT OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION

In the Matter of Riddle School District 70 ) FINDINGS OF FACT,
) CONCLUSIONS,
) AND FINAL ORDER
)

Case No. 18-054-018

. BACKGROUND

On March 6, 2018, the Oregon Department of Education (Department) received a Letter of
Complaint from the parent (Parent) of an adult student (Student) residing and attending
school in the Riddle School District (District). The Student provided a signed Consent
allowing the Parent to obtain and share the Student's Educational Records to plan and
complete the Complaint in this case. The Complainant requested a special education
investigation under Oregon Administrative Rule (OAR) 581-015-2030. The Department
provided a copy of the Complaint to the District by email on March 6, 2018.

Under federal and state law, the Department must investigate written complaints that allege
violations of the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA) and issue a final order
within sixty days of receiving the complaint unless exceptional circumstances require an
extension.” On March 12, 2018, the Department sent a Request for Response to the District
identifying the specific IDEA allegations in the Complaint to be investigated. On March 29,
2018, following a grant of an extension of 3 days, the District, through its legal counsel,
timely submitted its Response to the Request for Response, both by email and by providing
to the Department a hard copy of the Response, with accompanying documentation. On
April 1, 2018, the Parent timely provided a Reply to the District's Response, by email. On
April 12, 2018, the Parent provided an “Updated Response” to the District's Response, by
regular mail. This is order is timely.

The District provided the following documentation in its Response:

Notice of Team Meeting 8/31/17
Evaluation Planning Document 9/5/17
Progress Reports — ending 1/22/18
Email communication 9/6/17 and 9/7/17
Prior Written Notice 9/7/17

IEP meeting notes 9/29/17

Email communication 10/25/17
Eligibility Statement 10/25/17

Written Agreement 10/25/17

10.  Notice of Team Meeting 11/7/17

11.  IEP Concerns 11/9/17

12. |EP 9/7/117

13.  IEP meeting notes 9/29/17
14.  Written Agreement 11/13/17
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' 34 CFR §§ 300.151-153; OAR 581-015-2030.
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15.  Services 11/10/17

16.  |EP meeting notes 11/9/17

17.  Email communication 3/21/18

18.  Class schedules 3/25/18

19. Report Cards 3/2/18 and 6/12/17

20. Progress Reports — ending 6/5/17

21.  Progress Reports — ending 1/22/18

22.  Statement for Regional Orthopedic Impairment Eligibility 9/24/16
23.  Note regarding Orthopedic Impairment and meeting scheduled 4/4/18
24.  Prior Written Notice 3/15/16

25.  Cover sheet for IEP 9/20/15

26.  Notice of Team Meeting 9/6/16

27.  Evaluation Planning Document 9/7/16

28.  Prior Written Notice for re-evaluation 9/7/16

29. Consent for Re-evaluation 9/8/16

30.  Written Agreement 9/8/16

31.  Prior Written Notice 9/8/16

32. Meeting notes 9/8/16

33. Notice of Transfer of Parent Rights 9/8/16

34. |EP 9/8/16

35. Email communication 9/9/16

36. Email communication 1/2/18

37. Meeting notes of Parent conference 1/17/18

38. Meeting notes of Parent conference 1/2018

39.  Email communication 12/11/17

40. Email communication 10/26/17, 11/2/17, 11/3/17
41.  Email communication 10/22/17 and 11/3/17

42.  Email communication 3/11/18, 3/21/18, 3/22/18
43.  Email communication 3/15/18

44.  Email communication 3/5/18 and 3/14/18

45.  Email communication 11/7/17

46. Email communication 1/2/18

47. Notes of Instructional Assistants 10/4/17 — 3/23/18
48. Correspondence 11/21/13

The Parent provided the following documents in reply to the District's Response in this
case:

Update on the Student’'s Work 3/5/18
Narrative Reply 4/1/18

Updated Response — Narrative 4/11/18

2" Period Lesson Plan (photo)

5t Period Lesson Plan (photo)

6! period — woodshop and photo of project
Math work by Student
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On April 25, 2018, the Department's Contract Complaint Investigator (Investigator)
interviewed District staff by telephone, including five general education teachers, two
District Administrators, an Instructional Assistant, and a Special Education Teacher.
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The Investigator reviewed and considered all of the documents received in reaching the
findings of fact and conclusions of law contained in this order.

Il. ALLEGATIONS AND CONCLUSIONS

The Department has jurisdiction to resolve this Complaint under OAR 581-015-2030 and
34 CFR §§ 300.151-1563. The Parent’s allegations and the Department’s conclusions are
set out in the chart below. The Department based its conclusions on the Findings of Fact
in Section lll and the Discussion in Section IV. This Complaint covers the one year period
from March 7, 2017 to the filing of the Complaint on March 6, 2018.

Allegations Conclusions
(1) | Eree Appropriate Public Not Substantiated

Education (FAPE); Content of IEP;

Transition Services

(a) The Complaint alleges that the
District violated the IDEA by
failing to provide FAPE, Specially
Designed Instruction (SD!) and
Transition Services. Specifically,
the Complaint alleges concerns
in the following classes:

Science: that the District has failed The Student’s current IEP does not
to provide FAPE by failing to provide | contain a Science goal. The Student

appropriate SDI in the Student’s receives Science instruction primarily
Science class at the Student’s through the use of “hands on” objects and
“comprehension and skill level.” visuals projected through a computer. The

Student has the opportunity to participate
in this general education class, instruction
is delivered consistent with the Student’s
IEP, and the course material is
appropriately modified to the abilities of the
Student. The Department does not
substantiate the allegation that the
instruction provided to the Student in the
Student's Science class denied the
Student a FAPE.

Geography-Other (Art): that the The Student’s current IEP does not
District has failed to provide FAPE contain a Geography-Other (Art) goal. This
by failing to provide appropriate SDI | class uses art as a medium to explore

and Related Services, including world geography and culture. An
“tools, adaptable equipment’ to Instructional Assistant provides the
accommodate the Student’s Student with assistance in class projects
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The District has provided the Student with services to focus on academic and functional
achievement to facilitate the Student's movement from school to the “real world,” based on
the Student'’s abilities, preferences, and interests.

The Department does not substantiate the allegation that the District failed to provide
adequate Transition Services to the Student.

CORRECTIVE ACTIONS?
In the Matter of Riddle School District
Case No. 18-054-018

The Department orders no Corrective Action in this matter.

Dated this 4th Day of May, 2018

,‘E” it D'M‘;L (.,5.‘6:-\
Sarah Drinkwater, Ph.D.

Assistant Superintendent
Office of Student Services

Mailing Date: May 4, 2018

Appeal Rights: Parties may seek judicial review of this Order. Judicial review may be
obtained by filing a petition for review within sixty days from the service of this Order with
the Marion County Circuit Court or with the Circuit Court for the County in which the party
seeking judicial review resides. Judicial review is pursuant to the provisions of ORS §
183.484. (OAR 581-015-2030 (14).)

5 The Department's order shall include any necessary corrective action as well as documentation to ensure that the
corrective action has been completed (OAR 581-015-2030(13)). The Department expects and requires the timely
completion of corrective action and will verify that the corrective action has been completed as specified in any final order
(OAR 581-015-2030(15)). The Department may initiate remedies against a party who refuses to voluntarily comply with a
plan of correction (OAR 581-015-2030(17) & (18)).
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